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Å RI has lost 53% of its 

historic salt marshes 

over the last two 

centuries* due to filling 

(loss of about 4,000 

acres statewide) 

Å STB conducted bay-

wide assessment of 

human impacts to salt 

marshes in 1996 to 

identify restoration 

opportunities 

Å Impacted marshes have 

since been restored by 

multiple partners 
* Bromberg and Bertness, 2005 
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ÅMonitoring tidally restricted 

marshes has shown that 

conditions can change 

rapidly 

 

ÅSimilar degraded 

conditions have been 

found in marshes with no 

tidal restrictions 

 

ÅIncreased rate of sea level 

rise could be major driver 

of change 

 

Gooseneck Cove 2010 



Initial field and aerial assessment of marshes 


