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NRPA RAISES $10,000  
FOR ITS LEGAL DEFENSE FUND AND  

RECEIVES NEW $5,000 MATCHING GRANT 

Since spring 2002, the Narrow River Preservation Association has been working diligently to preserve and uphold the 
Coastal Resources Management Council’s (CRMC) “No Dock” regulation in areas designated by CRMC as “Lands of Criti-
cal Concern.”  These are areas where protection of the shoreline is provided under the Narrow River Special Area Manage-
ment Plan (SAMP).  NRPA has been required to retain legal counsel, expert witnesses, etc., at great expense.  We have 
raised over $10,000 to cover these expenses, and we have just received a challenge match of $5,000.  Our total expenses for 
this effort, however, will probably reach $25,000; hence we reach out for your help. 

As fellow neighbors in the Narrow River Watershed, you are aware of the many times NRPA has worked to protect and 
preserve the natural environment of the River and its surrounding communities.  Today we appeal for your help with this 
pressing issue. 

In 1986, the CRMC created a Special Area Management Plan (SAMP) for the Narrow River in order to control the ef-
fects of new development in the Watershed.  Lands with little or no development that bordered the water were categorized 
as “Lands of Critical Concern” and received the highest level of protection.  Unlike developed areas of the River, in Lands 
of Critical Concern, 200 foot buffer zones are required from the River, its tributaries, and coastal wetlands in addition to 225 
foot ISDS setbacks.  Most importantly, no new docks are allowed in Lands of Critical Concern. 

One year ago, six landowners, all of whom bought or built their homes several years 
after the adoption of the SAMP, submitted a petition to change the SAMP, calling the no 
dock regulation in Lands of Critical Concern “arbitrary” and “capricious.”  NRPA dis-
agrees.  It is NRPA’s position that the prohibition against docks is consistent with the 
goals of the SAMP wherein the regulations specifically protect the pristine, undisturbed 
shoreline of Lands of Critical Concern from development.  It is NRPA’s position that to 
change the No Dock regulation would strike at the heart of the Special Area Management 
Plan, which was specifically written to limit human encroachment into unsuitable areas 
and prevent loss of wildlife habitat and loss of aesthetic value—problems that were 
unsuccessfully controlled before the Plan was instituted. 

Several others agree with NRPA.  Letters opposing the petition were filed with 
the CRMC, including letters from the Conservation Commissions and Town Coun-
cils of both North Kingstown and South Kingstown.  Most importantly, the CRMC 
Staff Report vehemently recommended denial of the petition.  The legislative mandate to CRMC states “that preservation 
and restoration of ecological systems shall be the primary guiding principle upon which environmental alteration of coastal 
resources will be measured, judged, and regulated.”  (G.L.R.I. 46-23-1).  We at NRPA are working diligently so that the pe-
tition to build docks in successfully protected areas will be denied. 

But the petition hasn’t been denied—yet—which is why we are appealing to you.  The petition was sent to be argued 
before a subcommittee of the CRMC.  The subcommittee will make a recommendation to the full Council who will make a 
final determination on the proposed change.  

NRPA has retained an attorney to mount the best defense of the SAMP that we can muster.  We have committed count-
less hours and resources throughout the summer and fall, appearing before the subcommittee with expert witnesses, exhibits, 
and cross-examinations.  As the hearings have continued, the costs have risen.  At this time, we anticipate the total cost of 
mounting this defense will be $25,000. 

NRPA has received a matching grant of $5,000 to support the costs of upholding the No Dock regulation.  Every 
dollar you donate to NRPA’s legal defense fund before the end of the year will be matched one to one up to $5,000.  Please 
consider a gift to NRPA now and take advantage of this generous offer to double the amount of your contribution. 

The advocacy work of NRPA is not inexpensive, but it is vital.  It would be a shame to lose pristine stretches of the 
River’s shoreline to private docks and boats, especially when it has been successfully protected by the SAMP for almost 
eighteen years.  Thank you for your consideration and your support.                              —Richard B. Grant, President, NRPA 

Example of undeveloped shoreline where new 
docks could be built if CRMC changes the No 

Dock regulation.  



6239 

 

NRPA is part of the United Way 
Workplace Campaign.  This is 

our donor option number.   
 

If you plan to make a United 
Way donation, please consider 

designating a portion of your gift 
to NRPA.  

The President’s Cove 
Taking A Stand 

 

Whenever an issue arises that concerns the health of the Nar-
row River or its Watershed, NRPA does not back away.  We face 
the issue head-on, and we have for 33 years.  We know that is what 
our membership expects us to do, even at those times when it is 
not necessarily the easiest course of action.  Part of NRPA’s mis-
sion is advocacy, and an advantage of an advocacy group is that we can take a 
stand that might be difficult, or impossible, or just too big for one individual to 
do.  Sometimes taking action means that we incur substantial financial costs.  
Sometimes it means that we take a controversial stand.  The popular or the 
“way-things-have-always-been-done” point of view is not always best for main-
taining or improving water quality.   

Some of NRPA’s programs are costly, but not at all controversial.  For ex-
ample, NRPA has been serving residents of the Watershed with water-quality 
testing through our River Watch program for the past 13 years.  Volunteers col-
lect the water samples, but NRPA has had to raise over $50,000 to pay for ana-
lyzing the samples over those years.  Our educational programs—development 
of the AWEsome (Active Watershed Education) curriculum; providing AWE-
some materials to the teachers in Narragansett, North Kingstown, and South 
Kingstown; awarding college scholarships; and supporting the new “NIFTY” 
program (see article on page 4)—all cost money.  For programs like these, we 
can anticipate the costs in advance and plan for them in our budget, and often 
can apply for grant money to support them. 

At times we may do things that include no financial costs, but generate sub-
stantial controversy.  We know that not every Watershed resident, not even 
every NRPA member, might have agreed with our decision to push for a ban on 
personal watercraft (PWC) in the River.  It was our best judgment that a ban 
would be in the best interests of the River and Watershed residents.  Our PWC 
campaign has had only minimal costs, for things like postage for mailing out 
petitions. 

Then there are those times when something we do presses some hot button 
and comes with a sizable cost.  The biggest price tags come when legal issues 
and attorneys are involved, and those expenses are generally not predictable in 
advance so we can’t plan for them.  When we fought against over-development 
and wetland destruction by opposing the Robin Woods project, we had to spend 
thousands on attorneys and witnesses.  Now is another one of those times.  We 
have taken a stand against a petition to amend the Narrow River Special Area 
Management Plan that would allow dock construction in areas designated as 
“lands of critical concern” (see the “CRMC Hearing on Walmsley Lane Docks” 
article in Summer 2003 Narrow River Notes).  The CRMC sub-committee hear-
ing process has been going since early summer, and there will be at least one 
hearing in front of the full CRMC.  We have had to hire an attorney to guide 
our case through the process, as well as pay for an expert witness.  We have in-
curred a very large legal bill already, with more to come.   

We are extremely fortunate that a major supporter has stepped forward with 
a substantial donation specifically intended to defray our legal fees for the 
CRMC hearing process.  They have also agreed to double their donation, but 
only in the form of a matching fund.  So we are asking you to pitch in for this 
special effort.  Every dollar you can contribute toward the legal fund will be 
doubled—every $50 becomes $100, and every $100 becomes $200.  Help us 
make a difference in protecting the River.  

                                                                                         –– Richard B. Grant 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL ANNUAL MEETING 
The 33rd Annual Meeting of 

NRPA took place on September 9, 
2003, in the Coastal Institute on the 
URI Bay Campus.  Highlights of the 
meeting included presentation of 
awards to Narragansett Pier School 
science teacher Kathy Couchon and 
to the Narrow River Watershed Ac-
tion Team.  Ms. Couchon has brought 
her students closer to the Narrow 
River through classroom studies and 
field trips.  The Watershed Action 
Team has promoted environmental 
awareness in the Watershed by instal-
lation of boating regulation and “Do 

PLEASE DON’T FEED THE WATERFOWL 
(AND THIS TIME WE REALLY MEAN IT!) 

Feeding ducks, geese, and swans in 
the Narrow River, or anywhere else, 
has always been a bad idea.  Not only 
can it be harmful to the birds, but it 
can significantly degrade water qual-
ity.  The detailed study by the RI De-
partment of Environmental Manage-
ment (DEM) of water quality in the 
Narrow River concluded that water-
fowl feces were one of the major 
sources of high bacteria levels in sec-
tions of the River.   

The Narrow River Watershed Ac-
tion Team, a grass-roots citizens’ vol-
unteer group, recently erected signs 
around the Watershed, reminding 
people not to feed the waterfowl.  
They received an award at the NRPA 
annual meeting for their efforts. 

Since this summer, however, feed-
ing waterfowl isn’t just dumb, it is 
illegal.  RIDEM’s Division of Fish 
and Wildlife announced new regula-
tions banning the feeding of migra-
tory wildfowl throughout the state.  
Previously, waterfowl feeding was 
legally prohibited only in state parks 
and management areas.  The regula-
tions were discussed at a public hear-

ing in June, announced in early Au-
gust, and took effect on August 27.  
The penalty is a $100 fine for each 
violation. 

“While many people have fond 
memories of feeding bread to ducks 
in the park, the practice unfortu-
nately has harmful effects,” said 
Lori Gibson, DEM supervising 
wildlife biologist.  “As is often the 
case when humans interact with 
wildlife, problems often arise when 
humans feed waterfowl.  The birds 
become more tame than wild, and 
they begin to rely on humans as a 
food source.  And, a diet of bread 
can also be fatal to waterfowl.  
When they gorge themselves on 
bread they stop eating their natural 

foods, which are more nutritious, and 
so they become malnourished.” 

Other problems include the poten-
tial for spread of disease through the 
bird populations, increased suscepti-
bility of the waterfowl to attacks by 
dogs, and damage to lawns and gar-
dens, in addition to the degradation of 
water quality.  Fecal coliform bacte-
ria pollution from waterfowl can be 
severe enough to cause beach clo-
sures and shellfishing bans.   

DEM’s Division of Water Re-
sources has developed an informa-
tional brochure: “5 Reasons Why 
Feeding Waterfowl is Harmful.”  The 
brochure can be down-loaded from 
their website, www.state.ri.us/dem, 
by clicking on “Publications/
Regulations,” then on “Brochures/
Fact Sheets.”  Brochures are also 
available by calling the Office of 
Technical and Customer Assistance 
at 222-6822.  For questions about 
waterfowl, contact the Division of 
Fish and Wildlife Great Swamp field 
office at 789-0281. 

                       —Robert D. Kenney 
(adapted from a DEM press release) 

Friend of the River Award 2003 

not feed the water fowl” signs.   
The keynote speaker was Kevin 

Cute, a Senior Resource Specialist 

with the Rhode Island Coastal Re-
source Center.  He provided an out-
line of the process to develop and im-
plement a Harbor Management Plan.  
Parts of Harbor Management Plans 
for South Kingstown, North Kings-
town, and Narragansett could incor-
porate elements for the Narrow River 
in order to define a long-range rec-
reational boating plan for the River.  
The NRPA Board of Directors de-
cided that such a long-range plan 
should be a priority item for discus-
sion during the coming year.  

                         – Melissa Hughes 



A “NIFTY” FIELD TRIP 
On each of two days last 

month—October 20 and 21—
approximately 75 seventh grade 
students from the Narragansett Pier 
School and their teachers visited the 
Narrow River and its Watershed.  
They were carrying out scientific 
investigations in the intertidal areas  
and waters just below the west side 
of Sprague Bridge in Narragansett.  
The classes were on the field trip 
portion of a new program, the 
NIFTY program, a joint effort of 
NRPA and the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.  NIFTY stands for: 
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Narrow-River Inquiry, Field Trips, 
and Year-long projects.  This pro-
gram is being funded by a grant to 
NRPA from the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), a 
non-profit organization founded by 
Congress to support research and 
educational programs assisting the 
missions of federal wildlife man-
agement agencies.  The objectives 
of this environmental education 
program are to:   

1) Provide classroom instruction 
to students in area schools about the 
Narrow River and specifically the 
John H. Chafee National Wildlife 
Refuge. 

2) Take students and teachers on 
field trips to the John H. Chafee 
National Wildlife Refuge and the 

adjoining Narrow River. 
3) Encourage students to create 

innovative, tangible projects that 
describe the value of the River 
and Refuge and promote public 
awareness of the River and Ref-
uge. 

4) Recognize outstanding stu-
dent projects. 

The 328-acre John H. Chafee 
National Wildlife Refuge at Petta-
quamscutt Cove was established 
as a refuge in 1988.  It was re-
named in 1999 after the late Sena-
tor Chafee, who was instrumental 
in having the area designated as a 
national wildlife refuge.  It is at 
the southwestern end of the Nar-
row River, straddling the Narra-
gansett–South Kingstown border.   

Four different activities were 
included in these field trips.  One 
had students seining the water and 
sampling the shore exposed by the 
low tide to see the diversity of 
plants and animals found there. 
The catch ranged from the com-
mon blue crabs, green crabs, and 

periwinkles to the more unusual, 
such as seastars, and a sea robin.  
Another activity had students 
measuring water quality, such as 
temperature, pH, and salinity, and 
taking samples for coliform bacte-
ria and nitrates.  A third activity 

had students drawing plants and 
animals they found, and taking pho-
tographs of the area, and also docu-
menting the student activities.  For 
the fourth activity, students col-
lected and identified seaweeds, then 
pressed and preserved them.    

The NIFTY program has been 
jointly planned and led by Veronica 
Berounsky from the NRPA Board 
of Directors, Janis Nepshinsky from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
and Kathy Couchon, Narragansett 
Pier School science teacher.  The 
Watershed Watch Program of the 

University of Rhode Island donated 
their services to measure bacteria 
and nitrates in the water samples.  
The students who participated in the 
field trips will be continuing their 
NIFTY work for the rest of this 
school year.  They will be taking 
what they learned in the field and 
turning it into a wide variety of pro-
jects, such as essays, artwork, po-
etry, science fair projects, letters in 
support of environmental conserva-
tion issues, etc.  The NIFTY cur-
riculum, focusing on the Chafee 
Refuge, will become an additional 
chapter of the existing Narrow 
River Active Watershed Education 
(AWEsome) Program. 

                   – Veronica Berounsky 

Students seining the water. 

Seastars exposed by low tide. 

Students identifying and preserving seaweeds. 
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2002-2003: THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
During its thirty-three years of 

environmental advocacy, NRPA 
has continued to gain strength and 
achieve greater recognition each 
year, especially during the last few 
years.  We have our own office, 
staffed by a part time Program Co-
ordinator, and we have also hired a 
part time Grant Writer to help us 
develop contributions from charita-
ble organizations.  In addition, we 
have begun working with the Ex-
ecutive Service Corps, a group 
which consults with non-profit or-
ganizations and gives them advice 
in areas such as membership devel-
opment, public image, and fundrais-
ing.   

We give thanks to our members 
and the various private foundations 
and public entities which have 
shown faith in our efforts by pro-
viding the financial support and en-
couragement to allow us to expand 
our activities. 
•EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS: 

The AWEsome grade school envi-
ronmental curriculum continues its 
activities in local schools, training 
teachers and educating thousands of 
students.  We also continue to 
award college scholarships and sci-
ence fair prizes to local students for 
exemplary work in the area of the 
environment.  In addition, this year 
we added the NIFTY program (see 
article, page 4).  Recently students 
from the Narragansett Pier Middle 
School took a field trip to Sprague 
Bridge as part of this program.   
•WATER QUALITY: NRPA 

volunteers are active for the twelfth 
year of monitoring water quality in 
the River.  Data are analyzed care-
fully by URI Watershed Watch 
staff, and RI DEM has continued to 
show interest in these studies and to 
supplement our work at key areas 

along the River.  We were also 
instrumental in having the Circuit 
Drive detention pond installed, 
and it will greatly help to stop the 
road run-off from draining unfet-
tered into the River.  Finally we 
have taken charge of trying to get 
the Town Councils of North 
Kingstown, South Kingstown, and 
Narragansett to ban the use of 
PWCs on Narrow River.  PWCs 
pose a danger to those who use 
the River for recreational pur-
poses, and they also endanger the 
environment because of the 
amount of unused fuel that ends 
up in the River.  In addition, the 
noise pollution created by PWCs 
affects wildlife and residents in 
the Watershed. 
•HANDBOOK: NRPA contin-

ues to provide copies of the re-
vised edition of The Narrow River 
Handbook, completed last year.  
Copies are available in the NRPA 
office, or e-mail your request to: 
nrpa@netsense.net. 
•RIVERS DAY: NRPA partici-

pated in the 4th Annual Celebra-
tion of Rivers Day by working 
with Boy Scouts from Troop 15 of 
Charlestown to label storm drains 
along the River with custom storm 
drain stickers that read “Please 
Don’t Dump—Drains to River.” 
Also, with the help of the Univer-
sity of RI, we were able to put on 
a rowing clinic for the public. 

•WEB PAGE: For the first time 
this year, we were able to have 
online registration for our annual 
Narrow River Run.  Learn more 
about the River and NRPA by visit-
ing this site: www.narrowriver.org.  
•LAND USE: NRPA continues 

to be active in the careful review of 
all land use proposals within or af-
fecting the Watershed.  This year, 
we began a campaign to defend the 
Narrow River Special Area Man-
agement Plan.  This plan was put in 
place in 1986, and has defended the 
Watershed’s pristine areas from be-
ing developed.  As you may have 
read (see article, page 1), NRPA 
has taken up a legal battle to protect 
one such area. 
•NARROW RIVER LAND 

TRUST: Again this year, kudos to 
NRLT for their dedication to and 
success in working with Watershed 
landowners who have donated land 
and development rights for perpet-
ual preservation.  In 2002, NRLT 
added sixty-eight acres.  Over 500 
acres are now under perpetual pres-
ervation with NRLT.  In addition, 
NRLT now has a digitized map of 
the Watershed, showing all the pro-
tected properties. 
•WICKFORD ART FESTIVAL: 

NRPA greets some 100,000 atten-
dees with information about its pur-
pose, programs, activities, and the 
sale of tickets for our annual Kayak 
Raffle.  Our sincere thanks to the 
Ryan family for allowing us to use 
their property during this festival. 

Many other important actions and 
activities take place each year.  
Why not become more closely in-
volved?  Join one of NRPA's com-
mittees, attend a Board Meeting—
learn how you can help your or-
ganization protect your Watershed.  

                           —Jeremy Doak 

2003 Kayak Winner Betty Blumenfield of NY 
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The Narrow River  Preservation Association is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 
The mission of NRPA is to preserve the quality of the communities and natural environment within the Narrow River Watershed. 

    __ Benefactor    $500              __ Patron $50                     __ Individual $20 
    __ Life               $100              __ Family $30                     __ Student     $10            __Other    $____ 

Mail to:  NRPA -  P.O. Box 8 -  Saunderstown, RI 02874 

Narrow River Preservation Association welcomes your support: 
Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
Street ___________________________________________________________________ 
City _____________________________________________________  State __________ 
Zip ________________________ Phone _______________________________________  

PLEASE JOIN US OR RENEW ! 
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THANK YOU TO THE 2003 RIVER WATCH VOLUNTEERS 
NRPA thanks this year’s volunteer 

Narrow River monitors.  Their many 
hours spent sampling the River’s wa-
ters continue to help us better under-
stand the quality of the water.  
Twenty-five individuals participated 
in this year’s program. The 2003 Nar-
row River volunteers included Steve 
Boyle, Jennifer Carey, Sue Davis, 
Earnest Flewwellin, Nancy Flewwel-
lin, Eric Gauger, Melissa Hughes, 
Barry Martasian, Kevin McCarthy, 

Madge McCarthy, Harriet Powell, 
Harry Quan, Sarah Quan, Hayden 
Radke, Jamie Radke, Larry Radke, 
Tom Roberts, Robert Schelleng, 

Barbara Smith, Bruce Smith, Heidi 
Travers, Peter Travers, Sue Van 
Ness, Julie West, and Sarah Whea-
ton.  Additionally, we thank Linda 
Green and Elizabeth Herron of the 
URI Watershed Watch office for con-
tinued assistance over the past twelve 
years with this program. 

The dedication and time spent by 
the volunteers in monitoring the Nar-
row River are greatly appreciated.    
                               – Annette DaSilva 

THE 
BEST 


