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Brown assistant TJ Sorrentine
to join NBA Wizards staff
SPORTS, 1B

MSRP:
PAUL MASSE DISCOUNT:
TONNEAU COVER/BEDLINER:
REBATE:
BONUS CASH:
ONE PRICE FOR EVERYONE:
CHEVROLET LOYALTY:
TRADE IN ALLOWANCE:

$55,495
-$2,500

+$895
-$1,250
-$1,750

$50,890
-$2,500
-$1,000

FINAL SALE $47,390
LEASE

OPTION$399x24 MOS. W/ 
$5,488 TOTAL DUE

3.42 AXLE RATIO
TURBOMAX ENGINE
8SPD AUTOMATIC
50-STATE EMISSIONS

20” ALUMINUM WHEELS
CONVENIENCE PACKAGE
ALL STAR EDITION
ALL TERRAIN TIRES

AUTOMATIC START
APPLE CARPLAY
BLUETOOTH
KEYLESS ENTRY2024 SILVERADO 1500

3 YEARS IN A ROW

EAST PROVIDENCE | WAKEFIELD

30 AT THIS PRICE AND OVER 125 IN STOCK ALL MODELS PLUS HD

Sometime in the wee Friday morn-
ing hours, as Rhode Island’s lawmak-
ers packed up to go home for the sum-
mer, a bill came flying at them for an
immediate vote. 

Unable to settle all the festering
conflicts between landlords and ten-
ants the last six months, lawmakers
voted to create a “study commission”
instead.

Before they closed up shop to hit the
campaign trail, they also created com-
missions to study: 

h Climate change
h The devastating erosion of Rhode

Island’s beaches
h Public school transportation
h The pros and cons of creating a

public medical school at the University
of Rhode Island to create more in-state
primary care doctors

And there could be an expenses-
paid trip abroad for the members of
the new “trade commission to advance
economic interests of Rhode Island
and Ireland” – whoever they might
turn out to be. 

(No promises, but how else can they
adequately explore “policy issues of
mutual interest to Rhode Island and
Ireland,” right?) 

Altogether, lawmakers created
three Senate study commissions, five
House study commissions and three
joint commissions, including the “bi-
partisan preparatory commission” re-
quired by law ahead of the statewide 

POLITICAL SCENE

Lawmakers
have plenty
of offseason
homework 
Study topics range from
beach erosion to housing

Katherine Gregg
Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See POLITICAL SCENE, Page 5A

URI’s Cooperative Extension is trying
to connect New England military veter-
ans with opportunities in agriculture.
Training is offered at the new Boots to
Bushels Market Garden in Kingston, as
well as online. 

In winter, online classes and farm
tours will focus on building a sustain-
able farm business. Registration for the
online training will open in the fall. 

The programs are supported by fund-
ing from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture National Institute of Food and
Agriculture.

According to Boots to Bushels pro-
gram director Tricia Lourenco Boucher,
these new programs began as a way to
connect veterans with careers in agri-
culture. She says that veterans can con-

tinue to serve their country through
land stewardship and by providing food
to their communities. 

The initiative offers a summer work-
shop series most Wednesdays from 9 to
11 a.m. at the 2-acre farm, located at 30
Thirty Acre Pond Road, in Kingston. 

The next program – about water con-
servation – is scheduled for July 17. Each
workshop costs $10; to register or learn
more, email telourenco@uri.edu. 

URI is helping veterans put down roots as farmers

Veterans Voice
Frank Lennon

Guest columnist

See VETERANS VOICE, Page 5A

The initiative offers a

summer workshop series

most Wednesdays from 9 to

11 a.m. at the 2-acre farm,

located at 30 Thirty Acre

Pond Road, in Kingston. 

NARRAGANSETT – For nearly 10
years, Narragansett has wrestled with
a conundrum: how to extend the
town’s beloved William C. O’Neill Bike
Path to the beach.

The path, which runs about 8 miles,
from Kingston Station in South Kings-
town to the community center off
Mumford Road in Narragansett, is a

well-known fixture of the community.
Thousands of Narragansett residents
and visitors from other communities –
estimates of how many people use it an-
nually range widely, from nearly 60,000
to 100,000 – enjoy riding their bicycles,
running, skating or taking a leisurely
stroll down the path.

The only thing that would make the
path better would be to extend it to
nearby Narragansett Town Beach. The
problem: Between the path’s current
terminus and the beach are three-

quarters of a mile of wetlands and
neighborhoods.

Proposals to extend the path have
run into roadblocks. Some residents
have balked at the idea of a bike path
running through their neighborhood.
Proposals to put the path on main roads
have also raised safety concerns.

In May, the Town Council heard the
results of a long-awaited feasibility
study by DiPrete Engineering. The news
was not encouraging: The recommend-
ed route, out of three possible paths,
would run along busy Kingstown Road
and Narragansett Avenue and would 
require scrapping 87 parking spots, 

Bikes come to the end of the William C. O'Neill Bike Path behind Narragansett Elementary School on Mumford Road. KRIS

CRAIG/THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL

A PATH FORWARD?
Narragansett hits new bumps in effort 
to connect bike path with town beach 
Jonny Williams
Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See PATH, Page 8A
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GALLOGLY FUNERAL HOMES

PRATA-GALLOGLY FUNERAL 
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78 Providence St.
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J.J. DUFFY FUNERAL HOME
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A moment passed, an hour, a day,

But still the pain does not go away.

Weeks, months, and then years,

Yet the loneliness does not disappear.

A heart so broken cannot be mended,

When my need for you is never ending

I miss you now as I missed you then.

My Mother, my confidant, my friend.

And as I celebrate your birthday, today,

I dream you are here to enjoy your day.

 A cake, some gifts, and you at my door.

 Oh, to feel the joy of one birthday more.

Happy Birthday, Mother,

With My Eternal Love,

Your Daughter, Judith

Birthday Remembrance

Ruth Razza

WASHINGTON – After President Joe Biden’s shaky
performance at the debate with former President Don-
ald Trump on Thursday night, some Democrats openly
questioned whether he should be replaced as their
candidate for the 2024 election.

There is a process for doing so, but it would be
messy.

For answers on how that would work, Reuters spoke
to Elaine Kamarck, a senior fellow at the Brookings In-
stitution think tank, a Democratic National Commit-
tee member, and author of the book “Primary Politics”
about the presidential nominating process.

Question: What options do Democrats have?
The Democratic Party has had no real Plan B for Bi-

den as its presidential candidate. He ran virtually un-
opposed for the party’s presidential nomination this
year.

He will not be nominated officially until later this
summer, so there is still time to make a change and a
handful of scenarios to enact one: Biden could decide
himself to step aside before he is nominated; he could
be challenged by others who try to win over the dele-
gates he has accrued; or he could withdraw after the
Democratic convention in Chicago in August, leaving
the Democratic National Committee to elect someone
to run against Trump in his place.

What happens next?
Right now, the process largely depends on Biden.

He would have to agree to step down or face a challeng-
er this late in the process who would try to force him to
do so. So far Biden has shown no indications of want-
ing to step aside and no opponents have challenged
him directly.

In fact some of his top potential replacements –

Vice President Kamala Harris and California Gov. Ga-
vin Newsom – spoke passionately in his defense after
the debate, serving in a surrogate role that showcased
their support but also contrasted their smooth deliv-
ery with his faltering one on the Atlanta debate stage. 

What happens if Biden steps down?
Biden has spent the last several months accruing

nearly 4,000 Democratic delegates by winning pri-
mary elections in U.S. states and territories.

Those delegates would normally vote for him, but
the rules do not bind or force them to do so; delegates
can vote with their conscience, which means they
could throw their vote to someone else.

If Biden “releases” his delegates by stepping aside,
there could be a competition among other Democratic
candidates to become the nominee.

Who would replace Biden?
Several candidates could step into the fray, but

there is no obvious number one.
Harris would almost certainly be at the top of the

list, but she has had her own problems after a rocky
start in the job and poor polling numbers. The U.S.
Constitution dictates that the vice president becomes
president if the president dies or becomes incapacitat-
ed, but it does not weigh in on an interparty process for
choosing a nominee.

Newsom, Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, Ken-
tucky Gov. Andy Beshear and Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker
have all been floated as possible replacements, but
they are Biden supporters and campaign surrogates
who are working to help get him elected now.

How would a nominee be chosen?
There would likely be a free-for-all of sorts between

the Democratic heavyweights vying for the job.
Candidates would have to get signatures from 600

convention delegates to be nominated. 
There are expected to be some 4,672 delegates in

2024, including 3,933 pledged delegates and 739 auto-
matic or superdelegates, according to Ballotpedia.

If no one gets a majority of the delegates, then there
would be a “brokered convention” in which the dele-
gates act as free agents and negotiate with the party
leadership to come up with a nominee.

Rules would be established and there would be roll
call votes for the names placed into nomination.

It could take several rounds of voting for someone

to get a majority and become the nominee. The last
brokered convention when Democrats failed to nomi-
nate a candidate on the first ballot was in 1952.

What happens if Biden steps down after the con-
vention?

If Biden steps down after the August convention,
the 435 members of the Democratic National Commit-
tee would choose a new candidate. The members
would meet in a special session to select a nominee.

Who are these 435 DNC members?
They are divided equally between men and women

as well as various constituency groups including labor
leaders, LGBTQ+ representatives, and racial minor-
ities. 

Of the total, 75 are appointed at-large by the chair,
while the rest are elected in their respective states.

Who could nominate an alternative in that case?
To nominate a candidate to replace Biden on the

ballot, that person would have to have the support of a
minimum number of DNC members – perhaps around
60, though the exact number would be determined by
the DNC’s rules committee, which would lay out the
rules for the proceedings before they started. 

There would likely be nominating speeches and
seconding speeches. 

Multiple candidates could be nominated before the
list is whittled down.

How would those votes be counted?
The DNC would likely hold its meeting in Washing-

ton and the votes would be counted there. 
Ballots would be coded, signed and collected by

hand. 
If a vote were to happen very close to Election Day

on Nov. 5, when it was not possible to meet in person,
then it would likely be virtual. 

How Democrats could replace Biden
Process for picking new nominee
for president could be messy

Jeff Mason
REUTERS

After a halting performance at last week’s presidential debate, some Democrats openly questioned whether
President Joe Biden should be replaced as their candidate for the 2024 election. BRIAN SNYDER/REUTERS

Right now, the process largely

depends on Biden. He would have to

agree to step down or face a

challenger this late in the process who

would try to force him to do so.

making it a non-starter for most council members.
“I was not thrilled with the three choices that we had,

and I really thought we could figure out something bet-
ter,” said Deb Kopech, a Town Council member.

Kopech is neither an engineer nor an expert on bike
paths, but that did not stop her from seeking an alterna-
tive route. She surveyed the area on foot with fellow
council member Susan Cicilline-Buonanno and drew a
new path that circumvents the wetlands of Canonchet
Farm and the traffic of main thoroughfares.

Kopech argues that her route is more scenic and less
exposed to traffic than the options presented by DiPrete
Engineering. It runs behind Sprague Memorial Field and
Park, hugging Canonchet Farm before veering onto
Strathmore Street past the South County Museum and
Anne Hoxsie Lane, which leads straight to the South
Beach Pavilion.

The route is not without its hitches. Rhode Island’s
Department of Environmental Management – or per-
haps the Coastal Resources Management Council – may
have to sign off for the path to pass over Crooked Brook.
Residents of Strathmore Street may also need to be con-
vinced to let the path run along their part of the neigh-
borhood. And Kopech does not know how much her pro-
posed route would cost, though the town has $3 million
from the U.S. Department of Transportation to spend on
the bike path.

But she sees potential in the idea.
“There's a lot of really great opportunity there to cre-

ate not just a fitting terminus to the William C. O'Neill
Bike Path, but also to provide public recognition of all
the various kinds of recreational things that we can do
at Narragansett. So to me, all of those pieces fit together
beautifully,” Kopech said.

At a Town Council workshop early this month, other
council members expressed disappointment in DiPrete
Engineering’s proposal and were baffled that the engi-
neering firm had not considered Kopech’s idea in the

first place. The council has asked the town manager to
request that DiPrete Engineering review Kopech’s
proposal.

Narragansett has until 2027 to spend the $3 million
from the U.S. Department of Transportation ear-
marked for the bike path.

Path
Continued from Page 1A

Signs direct visitors on how to use the William C.
O'Neill Bike Path, which runs from South Kingstown
to Narragansett. KRIS CRAIG/THE PROVIDENCE JOURNAL


